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RAFFLES AND THE SUN BEAR 


In Sumatra, Sir Stamford Raffles kept a 
Sun Bear as a pet. He gave the species, 
known locally as Beruang, its scientific 
name Helarctos malayanus. 


The bear grew up in the nursery with 
Raffles’ children and ate at his table, 
where it enjoyed champagne! 


Raffles kept other wild animals, such as 
Tiger cubs and Gibbons, as pets at his 
homes in present-day Malaysia. 


Sun Bears are at high risk of extinction. 
Activists have written children’s books to 
raise awareness about their conservation. 


Although they are cute, do you think Sun 
Bears and Tigers make good pets? 


Sun Bear / Beruang / Helarctos malayanus. 
National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 1944.35.5) 


Saving Sorya: Chang and the Sun Bear (2021). 
Liverpool Central Library 


Tiger cub / Harimau / Panthera tigris. 
National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 1975.5.1) 


CASE 1 


REBUILDING RAFFLES’ ARK 


“A perfect Noah’s ark.” That’s how Sir 
Stamford Raffles described the collection of 
animals lost on the burning ship, Fame. 


While waiting two months for another ship, 
Raffles partially rebuilt his collection and 
commissioned new drawings. You can view 
some of the drawings on the screens at the 
entrance to this exhibition. 


When Raffles got back to England, he gave 21 


birds to Lord Stanley who kept a private 
museum at Knowsley Hall. That museum 
passed to the people of Liverpool in 1851 
founding the Liverpool Museums. The 11 birds 
here are those from Raffles that still survive. 


After Raffles’ death, the rest of his animals 
were given to London Zoo's museum. When 
the zoo's museum closed in the 1850s, most 
of the specimens disappeared, but a few went 
to the Natural History Museum in London. 


Raffles’ ark redrawn: Natural history drawings from 
the collection of Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles (2009), 
featuring drawings made for Raffles after the burning of 
Fame. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum 


Copy of Lord Stanley’s stock book of 1825, 
listing birds given to him by Raffles. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum 


Thick-billed Green Pigeon / Burung Punai Daun / 
Treron curvirostra curvirostra. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. D3636) 


Pink-necked Green Pigeon / Burung Punai Gading / 
Treron vernans. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. D3641a) 


Crested Partridge / Burung Ciap-ciap / Rollulus rouloul. 
National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. D512g) 


Long-billed Partridge / Burung Petak / Rhizothera 
longirostris. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum 
(No. D2212b & No. D2212) 


Crestless Fireback / Ayam Mata Merah / Lophura 
erythropthalma. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. D1583) 


Lesser Whistling Duck / Belibis Kembang / 
Dendrocygna javanica. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. D843b) 


Ferruginous Partridge / Burung Sang Seruk Perang / 
Caloperdix oculeus ocellatus. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum 
(No. D2179a & No. D2179) 


Oriental Pratincole / Burung Kedidi Padang / 
Glareola maldivarum. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. D3192b) 


Buff-rumped Woodpecker / Belatuk / Meiglyptes tristis 
grammithorax. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. D3791) 


Drawing of the country house in Sumatra 
where Raffles kept his animal collections from 
The Raffles drawings in the India Office Library 
London (1978). 


Liverpool Central Library 


CASE 2 


RAFFLES, FROM CLERK TO KNIGHT 


Stamford Raffles started working as a clerk 
at the East India Company in London aged 
14. The company traded in Maritime Asia, 
violently seizing territory in the region. 


When he was 24, Raffles transferred 
overseas, to ports in present-day Malaysia. 


In 1811, Raffles joined the East India 
Company invasion of Java. His contribution 
won him promotion to lieutenant-governor of 
Java. In Java, Raffles studied local history, 
culture, and natural history. 


The East India Company returned Java to 
the Netherlands in 1815 and Raffles returned 
to England. He wrote a book about Java that 
earned him a knighthood. 


Raffles visited his cousin, Dr Rev. Thomas 
Raffles, in Liverpool in August 1817. A year 
later he returned to Asia as lieutenant- 
governor of the company’s territory in 
Sumatra. 


The history of Java (1817), volume one. 


Liverpool Central Library (No. 76-D4) 


Raffles’ visit to Liverpool in 1817, from Memoirs of 
the life and ministry of the Rev. Thomas Raffles (1865). 


Liverpool Central Library (No. 920/RAF) 


Map of the Malay Archipelago, 
from Raffles 1781-1826 (1926). 


Liverpool Central Library (No. E12652) 


CASE 3 


RAFFLES, FOUNDER OF SINGAPORE 


In 1819, while lieutenant-governor in 
Sumatra, Sir Stamford Raffles negotiated 
with local rulers to set up an East India 
Company port at Singapore. 


Abdullah Munshi, Raffles' secretary and 
translator, recounted the events in his 
autobiography (Hikayat Abdullah). 


Singapore boomed as a British port 
sometimes called “the Liverpool of the 
East.” Raffles became an icon of British 
imperialism, and, thanks to an eponymous 
hotel, synonymous with luxury. 


Yet, the significance and benevolence of 
Raffles’ role in Singapore's history is 
disputed. Celebration of his achievements 
is increasingly contested. 


Our tropical possessions in Malayan India (1865), 
with a seaward view of Singapore. 


Liverpool Central Library (No. G1596) 


Journal of a residence in India (1812), with a portrait 
of Abdullah Munshi, secretary to Raffles. 


Liverpool Central Library (No. Gq85) 


CASE 4 


THE EAST INDIAMAN FAME 


East Indiamen were the ships of the 
East India Company. Carrying goods 
and passengers, they sailed between 
England, India and China. 


The East Indiaman Fame was built at 
Northfleet in 1818. When fire destroyed 
Fame in 1824, all of Sir Stamford 
Raffles’ belongings from Southeast Asia 
were lost too. 


This model is a typical East Indiaman 

built around 1820. The hull is wider at 

the waterline than at the upper deck to 
make the ship more balanced. 


Loss of the Fame, East Indiaman, copy of a 
lithogram engraved by T. Brown from The stationers 
almanac for 1825. 


CASE 5 


THE BURNING OF THE FAME 


Following the deaths of four of his children, 
and his two doctors, Sir Stamford Raffles 
resigned from the East India Company and 
made plans to leave Sumatra. 


Raffles’ belongings, including live animals 
and thousands of preserved specimens 
and drawings, were loaded onto Fame in 
February 1824. Tragically the ship caught 
fire shortly after leaving Bencoolen 
(Bengkulu) harbour. The entire cargo, 


including a marble bust of Raffles, was lost 
but all the passengers and crew survived. 


Raffles recalls the terrifying incident in a 
memoir compiled by his wife, Lady Sophia 
Raffles. 


Sir William Jardine wrote in The naturalist’s 
library of 1844: 


“To Natural History it was the most 
extensive loss of materials she had ever 
sustained.” 


Memoir of the life and public services of Sir 
Thomas Stamford Raffles, by his widow (1830), 
with the burning of the Fame told by Raffles. 


Liverpool Central Library (No. Eq240) 


Thoughts on the loss of the Fame, from a 
memoir of Raffles in The naturalist’s library (1844). 


Liverpool Central Library (No. OR45-2) 


Printed drawing of a bust of Raffles made by F. L. 
Chantrey in 1817, donated by Rev. Thomas Raffles. 


National Museums Liverpool, Maritime Museum (No. DX/235) 


CASE 6 


THE GIANT FLOWER OF SUMATRA 


In May 1818 a local servant showed Sir 
Stamford Raffles and his doctor, Dr 
Joseph Arnold, a gigantic flower. It stank 
of “tainted beef.” 


Two months later Arnold died of malaria. 
Raffles sent Arnold’s notes, samples 
and drawings to England and botanist 


Robert Brown described the plant as 
new to European science. 


Brown named the plant Rafflesia arnoldii 
after Raffles and Arnold. 


Raffles and Arnold were not the first 
Europeans to see Rafflesia, the world’s 
largest flower. Even so, the flower 
entered the public imagination linked to 
British scientific and colonial exploration. 


The private life of plants (1995), showing Rafflesia arnoldii. 
Liverpool Central Library 


Letter from Dr Rev. Thomas Raffles in London to 
William Roscoe in Liverpool, concerning a 
specimen of Rafflesia sent from Sir Stamford Raffles, 
dated 4 July 1826. 


Liverpool Record Office (No. 920 ROS, 3031) 


Transactions of the Linnean Society of London 


volume XIII (1822), showing a drawing from the 
scientific description of Rafflesia arnoldii. 


Liverpool Central Library (No. Hg10) 


Rafflesia arnoldii in full bloom, the world's 
largest flower shown in approximate life-size. 


CASE 7 


RAFFLES, THE NATURALIST 


Sir Stamford Raffles hired zoologists, 
artists, and local hunters, to collect and 
draw wildlife in Sumatra and Singapore. 


Raffles seized most of the collection after 
he fell out with his zoologists, Pierre- 
Médard Diard and Alfred Duvaucel. To 
avoid them claiming credit for the work, 
Raffles quickly sent a few specimens, 
drawings, and a list of species, to the 
Linnean Society of London. 


The list of species was actually written by 
Raffles' doctor, William Jack. It listed many 
species new to European scientists, 
including the bird species displayed here 
using examples from World Museum. 


Raffles' specimens are now in the Natural 
History Museum, London. His drawings 
are in the British Library. Diard and 
Duvaucel shipped some specimens and 
drawings to the National Museum of 
Natural History, Paris. 


Transactions of the Linnean Society of London 
volume XIII (1822), copy of the title page of Raffles’ list 
of species from Sumatra. 


Liverpool Central Library (No. Hq10) 


List of species recorded by Raffles in Sumatra and 
Singapore, copy of handwritten manuscript by William 
Jack sent to the Linnean Society of London. 


Linnean Society of London (No. SP/1335, f.47) 


Diard & Duvaucel: French natural history drawings 


of Singapore and Southeast Asia, 1818-1820 (2021), 
showing drawings of birds from Sumatra sent by 
Raffles’ zoologists to Paris. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum 


Dusky Broadbill / Burung Takau Besar / Corydon 
sumatranus. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 54.50.122) 


Black-naped Tern / Burung Camar Sumatera / Sterna 
sumatrana. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 1994.71.647) 


Raffles’s Malkoha / Burung Cenok Kerak / 
Phaenicophaeus chlorophaeus. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 1994.71.774) 


Green Broadbill / Burung Selawit / Calyptomena 
viridis. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 1994.71.960) 


Crimson Sunbird / Burung Kelicap Sepah Raja / 


Aethopyga siparaja. 
National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 1994.71.1166) 


Black-and-yellow Broadbill / Burung Takau Hitam 
Kuning / Eurylaimus ochromalus. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 1994.71.964) 


Ashy Minivet / Burung Mas Padang / Pericrotus 
divaricatus. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 1994.71.1121) 


CASE 8 


RAFFLES, THE NATURALIST 


Live pheasants were among the wild 
animals collected by Sir Stamford 
Raffles in Sumatra. They were loaded 
onto Fame and lost when the ship 
burned and sank after leaving harbour. 


Great Argus Pheasants / Burung Keruai / 
Argusianus argus. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum 
(No. 1994.71.327 & No. 1994.71.395) 


CASE 9 


EAST INDIA COMPANY NATURALISTS 


The East India Company encouraged its 
officials overseas to learn everything they 
could about the local wildlife. Natural 
resources could be exploited. 


Officials, like Sir Stamford Raffles, hired 
local hunters and artists to collect and 
draw animals and plants. Traditional and 
indigenous knowledge, such as the local 
names of animals, was circulated in 
Europe through scientific journals such 


the one displayed here. 


Drawings were tools for the identification 
of species. A Black Hornbill drawn for 
Raffles’ colleague, William Farquhar, was 
so distinctive Raffles gave it a new 
scientific name (Buceros malayanus). 


These ‘Company School’ drawings 
merged Asian and European styles. Most 
drawings were unsigned, so the artists 
are unknown. 


A catalogue of the birds in the museum of the 
Hon. East-India Company (1854-58), featuring 
Leafbirds and Yuhinas with local names. 


Liverpool Central Library (No. H369) 


Birds collected for the East India Company 
and now at World Museum. 


Rufous-vented Yuhinas / Yuhina occipitalis 
(No. 4.8.55.200 & No. 4.8.55.201). 


Javan Leafbird / Burung Daun Sayap Biru / 
Chloropsis cochinchinensis (No. 4.8.55.198). 


Greater Green Leafbird/ Burung Daun / 
Chloropsis sonnerati (No. 4.8.55.199). 


Natural history drawings: The complete William 
Farguhar collection, Malay Peninsula 1803-1818 (2010), 
showing the Black Hornbill described by Raffles. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum 


CASE 10 


THE EAST INDIA COMPANY MUSEUM 


For the East India Company, the pursuit 
of science went hand in hand with the 
pursuit of business. 


The company used part of its London 
headquarters, East India House, as a 
museum to house specimens collected 
by its officials, such as Sir Stamford 
Raffles. 


Theodore Cantor gave a large collection 
of animals to the East India Company 
Museum. Cantor was a Danish physician 
working for the East India Company in 
Pinang and Melaka. 


The East India Company Museum gave 
the specimens displayed here to the 
Liverpool Museums in 1855. These 
species have scientific names credited 
to Raffles. 


A catalogue of the mammalia in the museum of the 
Hon. East-India Company (1851). 


Liverpool Central Library (No. C2182) 


The East India House: Its history and associations (1924). 
Liverpool Central Library (No. K4329) 


Large Bamboo Rat / Dekan Besar / Rhizomys 
sumatrensis, skull collected by T. Cantor. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 15.5.1860.31) 


Pale Giant Sguirrel / Tupai Kerawak Putih Kuning / 


Ratufa affinis, collected by T. Cantor. 
National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 4.8.1855.46) 


Binturong / Arctictis binturong, skull. 
National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. 15.5.1860.1) 


CASE 11 


THE BIRDS OF SUMATRA 


Sir Stamford Raffles recorded 241 bird 
species in Sumatra through his 
collections, commissioned drawings 
and observations. He is often listed as 
a scientific pioneer in European guides 
to the birds of Sumatra. 


Other famous European naturalists 
followed in his footsteps, travelling to 


Sumatra and acquiring birds from 
hunters. These included Alfred Russel 
Wallace, who sold specimens to the 
Liverpool Museums, and Henry Ogg 
Forbes, a future director of the 
Liverpool Museums. 


World Museum has a large collection 
of Sumatran birds. Many, including 
those here, have scientific names 
credited to Raffles. 


The ibis volume XIX (1877), featuring an article 
praising Raffles’ bird collections from Sumatra. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum 


A field guide to the birds of Borneo, Sumatra, 
Java, and Bali, the Greater Sunda Islands (1993). 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum 


The Malay Archipelago (2014), documenting 
Alfred Wallace’s travels in Sumatra in 1861/62. 


Liverpool Central Library 


A naturalist's wanderings in the Eastern 
Archipelago: A narrative of travel and exploration 
from 1878 to 1883 (1885), documenting Henry Forbes 
travels in Sumatra in 1881. 


Liverpool Central Library (No. G3510) 


Crested Jay / Burung Gagak Jerit / Platylophus 
galericulatus coronatus, collected by A. Wallace in 
Sumatra in 1861. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. T3359) 


Bird collected in Sumatra in 1881 by H. Forbes 
and now at World Museum. 


Scarlet Minivet / Burung Mas Belukar / 
Pericrocotus speciosus xanthogaster 
(No. T10562 & No. T10563). 


Crimson Sunbird / Burung Kelicap Sepah Raja / 
Aethopyga siparaja (No. T10620). 


Mountain Imperial-pigeon / Burung Pergam Bukit 
/ Ducula badia (No. T10623). 


Bird collected in Sumatra in 1881 by H. Forbes 
and now at World Museum. 


Raffles's Malkoha / Burung Cenok Kerak / 
Rhinortha chlorophaea (No. 710849). 


Oriental Magpie-robin / Burung Murai Kampung / 
Copsychus saularis musicus (No. T10724). 


Ferruginous Partridge / Burung Sang Seruk 
Perang / Caloperdix oculeus ocellatus (No. T10840). 


Black Hornbill / Burung Enggang Gatal Birah / 
Anthracoceros malayanus, collected by H. Forbes in 
Sumatra in 1881. 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum (No. T10688) 


CASE 12 


RAFFLES, THE COMPANY-MAN 


Sir Stamford Raffles was a loyal and 
ambitious company man. But he had a 
troubled relationship with his employer. 


When he died of a brain haemorrhage in 
1826 aged 45, he owed the East India 
Company £22,000. 


Raffles’ monument in Westminster 
Abbey sits amongst memorials to other 


East India Company men. 


The British Government nationalised the 
East India Company in 1858 and took 
over its territories. The company had 
pioneered the capitalist model of today's 
multinational megacorporation. 


The company’s problematic legacy 
continues to be written about and 
debated today. 


The anarchy: The relentless rise 
of the East India Company (2019). 


Liverpool Central Library 


The corporation that changed the world: 
How the East India Company shaped the 
modern multinational (2012). 


Liverpool Central Library 


Commerce and conquest: The story of the 
Honourable East India Company (1947). 


Liverpool Central Library 


Sir Stamford Raffles’ monument in 
Westminster Abbey, from 

https ://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sta 
mford Raffles, Westminster Abbey 02.jpg 


Case 13 


RAFFLES, HERO OR MONSTER? 


Sir Stamford Raffles has been the subject 
of many biographies. He has also featured 
in literary and graphic novels, and 
academic essays. A selection is displayed 
here. 


Most biographers relied on Lady Sophia 
Raffles’ memoir for their source material, 
but the memoir was a selective compilation 
devised to restore Raffles’ reputation. 


Standard biographies ignore or underplay 
disturbing incidents in Raffles’ career. 
These include Raffles’ role trafficking 
forced labourers and women from Java to 
Borneo. Another is Raffles’ role in the 
massacre of Dutch soldiers in Sumatra and 
the British reprisal. 


These acts contrast with Raffles’ better- 
known stance opposing slavery. A position 
for which he was denied burial inside his 
parish church in London. 


Raffles of Singapore (1946). 
Liverpool Central Library (No. E12652) 


Raffles and the golden opportunity, 1781-1826 (2012) 
Liverpool Central Library 

Stamford Raffles: Founder of modern Singapore (2011) 
National Museums Liverpool, World Museum 


Raffles revisited: Essays on collecting and 
colonialism in Java, Singapore, and Sumatra (2021). 


National Museums Liverpool, World Museum 


Earthly powers (2004). 
Liverpool Central Library 
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Animal and Plant Drawings 


THE GREATEST NATURAL HISTORY COLLECTION (EVER LOST) 


When the East Indiaman ship Fame sank 200 years ago, 
Sir Stamford Raffles' vast collections of animals and 
drawings from Sumatra and Singapore were lost forever. 


Raffles, a British East India Company official, found fame 
as the ‘founder’ of modern Singapore. He is also known 
as the founder of London Zoo and for the ‘discovery’ of 
Rafflesia, the world’s largest flower of Sumatra. 


Why was Raffles collecting animals 
and plants in Southeast Asia, and 
how did some birds collected for 
Raffles end up in Liverpool? 


Lost At Sea Video 
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